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Visit us on the web: www.usda.gov/da/shmd/rss1.htm

Inspections Performed
   (November - January)

ARS
Oxford, MS
Stoneville, MS

NRCS
Grenada, MS
Tupelo, MS
Hattiesburg, MS

Tentative Inspection Schedule
(February - April)

APHIS
Phoenix, AZ
Otis Air National Guard Base, MA

FS NRCS
Yreka, CA Cookville, TN
Bend, OR Christiansburg, WV
Oakridge, OR
Roseburg, OR
Parsons, WV ARS

Phoenix, AZ
Tifton, GA
Ithaca, NYLakeview, OR
Kearneysville, WV

New Dosimeters

New dosimeters were recently shipped out by
Landauer, Inc. These dosimeters use a new
technology called optically stimulated luminescence
(OSL).  The dosimeter measures radiation through a
thin layer of aluminum oxide.  The badges are analyzed
using laser light.  When the aluminum oxide is exposed
to the laser light, energy is released in proportion to
the amount of radiation exposure.

The Luxel badge can measure radiation levels as low
as 1.0 millirem.  The minimum detection level for the
badges that were previously used was 10.0 millirem. 

The first shipment of badges was sent out with the
badge clipped to a gray holder.  When you receive
your next shipment, remove the badge from the gray
holder; return the badge to Landauer, Inc. and; clip
the new badge into the holder.
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If you need to make changes to your dosimetry service,
please contact Rachel Scott  at
(301) 504-2442 or by e-mail at rscott@rss.usda.gov. 

ECD goes to Landfill

The APHIS  National Monitoring & Residue Analysis
Laboratory located in Gulfport, Mississippi
inadvertently disposed of a gas chromatograph (GC)
containing a 15 millcurie nickel-63 electron capture
detector (ECD) to a municipal landfill.  

The laboratory  was in the process of moving
laboratories and disposing of old equipment.  The GC
was picked up by the trash removal service along with
some other laboratory equipment.

Four days later, an individual at the location realized
that the GC was gone and notified the Location
Radiation Protection Officer (LRPO) who then
contacted the Radiation Safety Staff.   The RSS
notified to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).

Nickel-63 is a low energy beta emitter.  Although the
exposure hazard is low, ECDs containing this isotope
are regulated by the NRC and are required to be
tracked by RSS under USDA’s NRC license. 

Permit holders that possess these types of sources are
reminded that these sources must be secure from
unauthorized use at all times. 

gas chromatograph that contains an electron capture detector

LRPO Training classes for 2000

There will be two 5-day Location Radiation
Protection Officer (LRPO) courses  and one 3-day
Nuclear Gauge train-the-trainer course offered this
year.  The courses will be held in October, November
and December at the Texas A&M University in
College Station, Texas.

Further information on these courses including the
exact dates will be provided on our web site at
www.usda.gov/da/shmd/rss1.htm .  If you have
questions regarding this training, please contact Jack
Patterson at 301-504-2445 or by e-mail at
jpatterson@rss.usda.gov.

The Nuclear Gauge course is designed for individuals
who would like to present radiation safety training to
nuclear gauge users. Upon successful completion of
this course, the individual will be approved to provide
the radiation safety training that is required for
individuals to use nuclear gauges.  There are 
additional requirements to become an approved
instructor.  Contact the Health Physicist responsible
for your Agency or ARS area for more information.
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New Database Development

The RSS is in the process of developing a new
database system.  A committee was formed consisting
of representatives from the Agricultural Research
Service (ARS), Forest Service (FS), Natural
Resources  Conservation Service (NRCS) and Animal
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) got together
recently in Overland Park, Kansas to share their ideas
on the design of this database. 

The members of this team were Dave Allard (ARS/
Grand Forks, ND), Mike Bausher (ARS/ Orlando,
FL), Dick Cline (FS/ Washington, DC), Bruce Embrey
(NRCS/ Carthage, MO), 
Steven Greiner (APHIS/ Fort Collins, CO), 
Tom Jacobson (FS/ Madision, WI), 
Douglas Prasher (APHIS/ Otis Air Force Base, MA),
Lori Powell (RSS), John Elliott,(RSS), and Katina
Jones (RSS).

 MATCOM Corporation has been selected as the
contractor for the development of this database. 
They have developed several internet accessable
databases for the federal government including the
Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) web site.

In 1996 members of the RSS, agency representatives
and ARS computer staff met to assess the current
database system and to make   recommendations for
improvement.  At that time it was determined that the
current system lacked components and was incapable
of being accessed remotely.  With the rapid
development of the internet, it was decided to develop
a system that could be accessed remotely by USDA
users of radioactive material.

This new system being developed will make it possible
for processes such as permit applications, purchases,
and quarterly surveys to be submitted electronically. 
Users will also be able to view their permit information
and inventory on-line.

When the system goes on-line Permit Holders will be
given a password to access the system. 

The USDA Radiation Safety Committee (RSC)
expects to review MATCOM’s design at their May
2000 meeting. 

The RSS and the RSC would like to thank all the
members of the committee for taking the time to travel
to Kansas to meet with Matcom and contribute their
ideas for the new database system.
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How to Contact Us

NAME TITLE TELEPHONE# E-MAIL

John Jensen Director (301) 504-2440 jjensen@rss.usda.gov

John Elliott Permits Operations Chief (301) 504-2443 jelliott@rss.usda.gov

Katina Jones Health Physics Technician (301) 504-2444 kjones@rss.usda.gov

Jack Patterson Health Physicist (301) 504-2445 jpatterson@rss.usda.gov

Lori Powell Health Physicist (301) 504-2446 lpowell@rss.usda.gov

Daniel Sharp Health Physicist (301) 504-2447 drsharp@ars.usda.gov

Rachel Scott Office Automation Clerk (301) 504-2442 rscott@rss.usda.gov

Nicole Smith Permit Processing Assistant (301) 504-2448 nsmith@rss.usda.gov

Sheina Alexander Office Automation Clerk (301) 504-2451 salexander@ars.usda.gov

FAX : (301) 504-2450 Web site: www.usda.gov/da/shmd/rss1.htm

Address: USDA/HRM/SHMD/RSS
Mail Stop 5510
5601 Sunnyside Avenue
Beltsville, Maryland 20705-5510

Emergencies: please contact one of the following Health Physicists:

Jack Patterson  (240) 463-0433
Lori Powell    (240) 463-0431 
Dan Sharp     (240) 463-0430 


